
 
 

PIERCE COUNTY FIRE COMMISSIONERS ASSOCIATION  June 27, 2019              Page 1 of 4 
 
 

PIERCE COUNTY FIRE COMMISSIONERS’ ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES June 27, 2019 

FPD # 16 – Key Peninsula – 8911 Key Peninsula Hwy KPN 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER – FLAG SALUTE 
President O Harra Buttz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the flag salute. 
 
WELCOME and THANK YOU TO HOST 
President O’Harra Buttz thanked Key Peninsula for hosting tonight’s meeting.  Chief Morrow 
welcomed everyone to Key Peninsula.  Dustin new fire chief here for about 4 months.  Came here 
from Tualitan Valley.  Excited to be here.  Been very busy working through policies, guidelines, 
staffing, investing time in training program, etc.  Board has done a great job laying out a road map 
for direction.  Going out for EMS levy a year early to separate funding issues.  Asking to make it 
permanent this time, well received by many of the community groups.  Let know if there is 
anything can do to help. 
 
ROLL CALL – SELF-INTRODUCTIONS   
Roll was taken with self-introductions, according to the sign-in sheet, 10 Districts were 
represented by 22 attendees made up of Commissioners, Chiefs, Secretaries and/or visitors.    
 
PROGRAM – Sheila Nivens – Dispatch Health 
Vice President Sutich asked Commissioner Sheila Nivens introduce Carrie Austin with Dispatch 
Health.  History and background, ER nurse by trade for 20 years and Regional Market Director for 
Dispatch Health.  Expanding in the next three and a half months to Seattle, Spokane, etc.  Mobile 
Urgent Care – travel with 2 – a PA or nurse practitioner and an EMT.  Started in 2013 in Denver, 
Colorado by an ER physician. In 18 months saw over 400 patients.  Now in 11 different markets 
soon to be 18.  December 11, 2018 into Pierce County.  Patients can contact one of 2 ways – 
directly call or referred by care manager, etc.  70-80% of what an ER can do.  Do not transport 
and/or anything time sensitive.  Affiliation with MultiCare, have a rover vehicle.  Will see anybody 
in the community only exception is TriCare.  Overview of their capabilities.  Keep it at a fee for 
service – goal is to keep cost down. Contract directly with payers and bill insurance directly. 
Copay for urgent care visit.  If high deductible insurance and not met yet, $275.00 is the most it 
will ever cost a patient.  3 cars in Tacoma market 8:00 am – 10:00 pm 365 days.  Average 7-10 
patients per day per team.  On scene on average 45-55 minutes per patient.  60-90 minutes time 
to arrive on scene.  Starting a treat and refer pilot program with CPFR.  Goal is not to step on 
toes of those in the community.  As add teams can add zip codes.  Olympia, August 1, Spokane 
August 14 and Seattle, Portland, Boise, etc.  See, treat, refer handout.  Feel free to reach out if 
you have any questions. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
President O’Harra Buttz stated she has added CD maturity under new business.  Commissioner 
Rankin moved and Commissioner   McElligott seconded to approve the agenda as amended. 
MOTION CARRIED.   
 
MINUTES OF May 23, 2019 MEETING and Treasurer’s Report – See attached 
It was moved by Commissioner McElligott and seconded by Commissioner Kadow to approve the 
May 23, 2019 minutes and the Treasurer’s Report (see attached copy on backside of Agenda) as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED.   
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SGT. AT ARMS – NAME BADGES 
Commissioner Allison collected from those who forgot their badges.   
  
CORRESPONDENCE 
None. 
 
REGULAR REPORTS: 
a) Regional Representative Report – Gene Dobry 
Reported Fireline was emailed out in the last week.  Covered some highlights.  Conference in 
October a few rooms still available at Tulalip or Holiday Inn Express for overflow.  WFCA Board 
meeting is July 13th.  Wage and Benefit results are out, if participated received a notification and 
should get a copy of the results.  3 healthcare program workshops this fall.  Contribution for 
hospitality room contribution is $350.00.   
 
b) Legal - Joe and/or Eric Quinn 
Joe reported the Firehouse Lawyer newsletter went out today, articles reflect current events.  
Case out of Tacoma included is a negligence case against employer on a cop that shot someone 
– intentional act, employer could be held liable.  Public duty doctrine may be eroding.  Couple of 
HIPPA violations which have to be reported.  Municipal round table in July on how to prevent 
HIPPA violations and what to do if done, how to report, etc.  Bid law changes to increase the 
thresholds as of July 28th.   

STANDING COMMITTEES: 
a) Fire Chiefs Association - Dan Rankin / Tom Sutich 
Commissioner Sutich reported they met at Greenwater, speaker from DNR.  Attorney Quinn 
stated there is also an article in the newsletter regarding forest protection assessment removed 
lands from DNR protection and covered by Fire District whether they get money for or not.  It’s in 
the WAC, best to have contract with DNR for resources, etc.   

b) Legislative - Dale Mitchell 
Reported ended the end of April or May.  Will be meeting sometime in August to take a 
preliminary look at legislation that didn’t pass, etc.  Report at conference in October.  Forum 
meets next month at Fire Academy in North Bend.  

c) Bates Technical College - Dan Rankin   
No report. 
 
d) Fund Raising Activities -  Ed Egan 
Commissioner Egan not present.  Commissioner McElligott had Commissioner Dannat draw the 
winning ticket.  Commissioner Dannat had the winning ticket and won $35.00. 
 
e) Annual Picnic/Potluck –Bill Eckroth and Arlene Dannat 
Commissioner Dannat has a sign up sheet for the Potluck next month.  The Association to supply 
the meat – hamburgers and hot dogs from Cash n Carry.  Who’s doing the cooking?  Hamburgers 
and brats.  Sign up sheet passed around.  Potluck to be at 6:00 p.m.  Denise to send out a 
reminder email around 2 weeks before the BBQ. 
 
f) Annual Banquet – DORMANT - Mike Cathey 
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g) Scholarship & Education - Tom Sutich / Stan Moffett 
No report.  Need to submit requests 2 months prior to event. 

h) Awards Committee – DORMANT – Sheila Niven 
 
i) Membership – Kevin Gorder 
No report.   
 
j) Programs – Tom Sutich 
Reported July speaker will be Chief Olson regarding Mental Health Issue MOA with Law and Fire.  
President O’Harra-Buttz would like to have an abbreviated meeting at the BBQ.  August will be 
Andrew Nieditz from SS911.    
 
k) Sunshine -  Arlene Dannat 
No report. 
 
l) NAEFO – Gerry Gustafson 
Reported they have speakers for conference in Vegas. 
 
m) Nominating – DORMANT - Dan Rankin / Sheila Niven 
 
n) Audit – DORMANT - Dan Rankin / Margaret O’Harra Buttz 
 
o) SS911 Committee – Dan Rankin 
Commissioner McElligott thanked elected to position on the Board.  Charter is now in place.  
Commissioner Sutich stated there is a timeline for governance/financing/construction, 
Commissioner Rankin distributed copies.  Commissioner Sutich suggested scratching Rankin’s 
name and putting McElligott as our representative on the agenda.  Combination of two boards for 
a smooth transition.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Speakers Appreciation Gift 
Commissioner Egan not present.  Commissioner Mitchell stated he will report at the next meeting.  
 
B. Website Hosting Agreement 
President O’Harra Buttz reported we’ve received an agreement for website hosting.  Denise will 
send copies to everyone to review and then vote on at the next meeting. 
 

C.  CD is maturing June 26, 2019.  Voted to roll June 26, 2021 is next maturity date.  
Commissioner Rankin moved and Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion to leave the 
CD as is and let it automatically roll.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Nothing at this time. 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
Vice President Sutich thanked Commissioner Niven for coordinating the speaker today. 
 
ADJOURN 
There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Moffett and seconded by 
Commissioner Mitchell to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm. 
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Submitted by: 
 
 
Denise Menge,  
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Website:  http://www.pcfirecommissioners.org/SitePages/Home.aspx 
 
2019 Meeting Dates and Locations: 
January 24, 2019 - FPD # 5 – Gig Harbor – 10222 Bujacich Rd NW                                                       
February 28, 2019 – FPD # 6 – Central Pierce – 17520 22nd Ave E, Tacoma 
March 28, 2019 – FPD # 22 – East Pierce – 18421 Veterans Memorial Dr, Bonney Lake 
April 25, 2019 – FPD # 13 – Browns/Dash Point – 4815 Wa-Tau-Ga Ave NE 
May 23, 2019 – FPD # 18 – Orting Valley – 401 Washington Ave SE 
June 27, 2019 – FPD # 16 – Key Peninsula – 8911 Key Peninsual Hwy KPN 
July 25, 2019 – Potluck BBQ – CPFR Station 60 17520 22nd Ave E                                         
August 22, 2019 – FPD # 21 – Graham – 23014 70th Ave E 
Sept. 26, 2019 – FPD # 17 South Pierce – Sta. 171 302 McNaught St, Roy 
October 24, 2019 - NO MEETING – STATE CONFERENCE 
November 21, 2019 – FPD #3 – West Pierce – 5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW 
     (3rd Thursday due to 4th Thursday being Thanksgiving) 
December 5, 2019 – NO MEETING – ANNUAL BANQUET 
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